Community-Centered Wellness Microgrants

Webinar FAQs

Eligibility

1.

Can organizations that are not 501¢3 apply to this microgrant opportunity?
Eligible organizations must be registered with nonprofit tax-exempt status (such as
501(c)(3) entities). For-profit companies, LLCs, partnerships, and individuals do not
qualify for the microgrant program.

. Canyou apply as a lead on your own grant and as a fiscal for another entity?

Yes, you can apply under your organization and as a fiscal sponsor.

If you are a fiscal sponsor for an organization, can you both apply separately?
If you are a fiscal sponsor for an organization, presumably that organization does
not meet the eligibility criteria of having a 501¢(3) or UEI.

My nonprofit is currently working with DFSS for a huge toy give away for the city
using my foundations the eventis in December does this exclude me from
eligibility?

Funding from DFSS and other municipal or city level governmental entity will not
disqualify you from seeking funding from this grant opportunity. However, all event
activities must be completed within the designated performance window of
October 1-November 30, 2026.

I am a newly formed 501C3. | have worked with a homeless shelter for four
years, but this was my first year as a nonprofit. Are you required to be in
business for a certain period to time to apply, and what is the minimum number
of participants you have to serve?

No, you are not required to operate for a certain duration; however, this grant
opportunity requires experience in working on an existing program that is related to
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11.

12.

health and wellness. Please referto the NOFO for information on funding tier and
participant reach.

My nonprofit is based in Lansing, but the event will be at the community service
centers in Chicago so would | be approved?

Eligible organizations must be registered with nonprofit tax-exempt statusin the
City of Chicago.

In the same token if my non-profit is a national meaning founded in VA but
approved to operate in IL, am | approved?

Eligible organizations must be registered with nonprofit tax-exempt status in the
City of Chicago.

. The event is at a church in Chicago, but the fiscal organization has a suburban

address. Is that ok?
Eligible organizations must be registered with nonprofit tax-exempt status in the
City of Chicago.

If the specific community wasn't listed but the region we serve is, are we
eligible?

Funding is restricted to events and activities held within the specified 29
communities in the three strategy regions.

Are all business structures allowed to apply?

Eligible organizations must be registered with nonprofit tax-exempt status (such as
501(c)(3) entities). For-profit companies, LLCs, partnerships, and individuals do not
qualify for the microgrant program.

If an organization has a Chicago office but proposes programming in another
eligible community area through a partner site, is an executed MOU/linkage
agreement sufficient to establish eligibility for that community area?

Yes, this is acceptable.

| see a list of community regions. Are they referring to project site/ event
locations or nonprofit locations? If they are project site, does that mean this
funding only covers events which took place in given listed locations?

The event must take place in at least one of the communities specified in the NOFO.
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We are a shelter based in Uptown (not a focus area), but our residents are
homeless and come to us from all across all areas of Chicago. Are we still
eligible to apply?

In order to be eligible, you would have to obtain a MOU/linkage agreement with a
program site/organization working in one of the 29 community areas.

Do orgs have to be located in one of the 29 focused community areas to be
eligible?
Yes.

If our organization does not currently maintain a physical location within the
selected Community Strategy Region, would a memorandum of understanding
or linkage agreement with a partner organization that has a physical site in that
region satisfy the location requirement?

Funds are intended to enhance or expand an existing wellness program or event. In
preparing your application, you will need to explain how your proposed activities or
event enhance or expand an existing wellness program and align with CDPH Core
Priorities of Trauma-Informed & Safe, Culturally & Linguistically Responsive and
Community-Driven/Health in all Communities.

We appear to meet all program criteria. However, our IRS determination letter
does not include a Chicago address. Would this disqualify us? We have
multiple physical addresses within the program area.

For this opportunity, itis required that the applicant’s IRS determination letter
include an address in the City of Chicago.

Application (Participant Reach)

1.

For Tier 1, may participant reach include verified attendance at live virtual
wellness events and documented views/participants of recorded wellness
programming made publicly available through platforms such as Zoom,
YouTube, TikTok, Facebook, or Instagram? If so, what methodology should
applicants use to document and report virtual participants/views?

For Tier One, grantees may count participation in virtual events toward their overall
reach. However, the reported reach must reflect actual, real-time participation



during the virtual event. For example, if a virtual wellness event is held on October
15 at 7:00 p.m. and 50 individuals participate live, those 50 participants may be
counted toward the grantee’s reach, along with participants from their in-person
wellness events. Our goal is to capture real-time community engagement.
Therefore, views or engagement that occur after the virtual event has ended should
not be included in the reported reach.

Event-Specific

1.

And for existing events how often should events been held (e.g. quarterly,
monthly, yearly or seasonal)? How many past events or projects are considered
to be previously existing?

SGA defines a previously existing event or program as one that has been held at
least once. Thereis no required frequency (i.e. monthly, quarterly, annually, or
seasonally) for an event to be considered previously existing. An existing program
may also be a single session event or multi-session program.

While only one previous event or program is needed to meet the definition of
“previously existing”, applicants will have space in the grant application to describe
why the program has been successful, and its impact on the community.
SGA/CDPH are seeking to fund high-impact, successful programs, so applicants
are encouraged to provide any information demonstrating past success. This may
include, but is not limited to, the number of events held, number of people served,
communities reached, services provided, existing partnerships, and participant
feedback.

If my event is paid, but | want to use the grant funds to make it free for seniors
and kids under 18, would that count or the event is free for all?

Community wellness events and activities funded under this initiative are required
to be free or low cost for all.

. Can events be focused on a specific population (i.e. youth)?

Yes, as long as it follows the guidelines of community wellness grants as outlined in
the NOFO.



. Can an agency do one or more eligible activities such as cancer awareness, and

non-clinical preventive screenings?
Yes. Be prepared to explain projected numbers served by event type.

. Canyou explain the preference for events vs. ongoing programs? For example,
could we apply to support an ongoing after-school program that will be held
during the grant period, but is also held throughout the year?

Yes. Ongoing programs, such as an after-school program that operates throughout
the year, are eligible as long as the grant-funded activities occur within the
designated performance window of October 1-November 30, 2026. The program
may begin before or continue after the performance period, but grant funds may
only be used to support activities and expenses occurred within the October 1-
November 30, 2026 performance window.

. Just want to make sure | have this correctly - for round one, the funds are to

support an event or series of events from October to November (2 month grant
period) with an expected capacity of XX which would influence the amount
requested?

Yes thisis correct. Please refer to the NOFO for more details on funding tiers.

. How do you all currently define the scope of workforce development? Our work

is centered on college access and persistence, as a college degree leads to
higher economic mobility. Are you looking for job placement data? Or is
graduation, persistence, etc work as well?

Per the NOFO, “economic education” is an eligible activity under “Resource
Navigation & Community Cohesion.” There is no specific scope or requirement for
economic education. In preparing your application, you will need to explain how
your proposed activities or event enhance or expand an existing wellness program
and align with CDPH Core Priorities of Trauma-Informed & Safe, Culturally &
Linguistically Responsive and Community-Driven/Health in all Communities.

. Also, do we have to reach the specified number of participants within the
specific 2 month (October - November) grant cycle? Or throughout our entire
Program Year?

The selected participant reach is to reflect the program performance period
(October 1 - November 30), based on the funding tier you select.
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If we want to run several events at multiple locations within one region, what
location should we put as our event location? Can we select several?

You can only apply for one Strategy Region, but you may include multiple
community areas within that one region. You will need to choose one address as
part of the eligibility form. Please share information about any additional event
locations in the narrative sections of the proposal.

Is this grant only for existing event? Our organization is new so how we can
apply for the grant, we don’t have any existing program yet.

To be eligible for this grant, the proposed event or program must be previously
existing, meaning it has been held at least once before. Organizations proposing an
entirely new event or program that has not yet taken place would not be eligible for
this funding opportunity.

.Can the event be a hybrid event where the grant is used to give kids, low-

income or fixed income individuals complementary access to a paid event?
We cannot speak to the eligibility of a specific program model. However, all events
and activities funded under this initiative are intended to be free or low cost. Events
must be held in the community area for which you are applying. Providing access to
an event or activity outside of the CDPH strategy regions is not allowable.

For Tier 1, is the 5,000+ participant requirement based on unduplicated
individuals, or may an organization count total participant engagements across
a series of events?

For the purposes of determining your funding tier and reporting participant reach,
duplicated participants may be counted. Participant reach can therefore reflect the
total number of participant interactions with your program or activities, even if the
same person participates more than once. For example, if you host a series of
events, and 10 people attend 3 sessions, you may report 30 participant interactions
toward your participant reach.

We recognize that tracking unduplicated participants will require organizations to
collect identifying participant information, which may not always be feasible or
appropriate. We will not require organizations to collect identifying participant
information. When organizations are able to track unique participants, and are
hosting a multi-session event, we may also ask for an unduplicated count. This will
give us additional information about the number of unique individuals served, while



the duplicated count helps us understand overall program participation and
engagement.

General

1.

What is the grant period for round 2?
This will be announced in early 2027.

Is the second round for existing events or projects only?
This will be announced in early 2027.

Is there an application timeline for the 2027 funding period. My organization's
event is in April; will it fall within the funding period?

This will be announced in early 2027. We anticipate a grant cycle beginningin Spring
but cannot commit to a final timeline until early 2027.

. Canan org apply both in Fall 2026 and Spring 2027? (can we apply twice also if

we receive the first-round award?)
Yes an organization can apply once in each cycle. Being awarded in the first cycle
does not guarantee funding or exclude you from being awarded in the second cycle.

. Are partners required to apply for this grant?

You do not need formal partners or letters of support to apply for this grant.
However, several application questions ask about the applicant’s presence in the
community and its partners. A formal MOU is required if the applicant does not
have a physical location in the targeted community area and intends to use a
partner’s physical location to deliver the event or activity.

Is there a limit to how many communities an agency can insert? Can an agency
do one or more eligible activities such as cancer awareness, and non-clinical
preventive screenings?

One region per application. There is no limit to how many communities you can
select or serve within one single region. Multiple activities are allowed.

Budget/Grant Award Specific



. Would incentives for event participants be an allowable expense?

Yes, participant incentives (such as gift cards, stipends, or cash equivalents) are
generally allowable expenses if they are reasonable, necessary to achieve the
objectives of your program/event and explicitly justified in your budget narrative.

. Since this grant is not intended to be the sole source of funding. Is there a
maximum percentage they will cover?
No percentage, but this funding is intended to enhance or expand.

Is there a requirement for an annual budget?
There is no requirement for the annual budget.

If an applicant applies using a fiscal sponsor, will the grant award and contract
be issued directly to the fiscal sponsor, with all grant funds reimbursed to the
fiscal sponsor for disbursement to the applicant?

Yes, the fiscal sponsor will be the official recipient of the grant award, including
grant funding and contract agreements.

If a partial award is made, will the required participant target be
proportionately reduced?

In the event of a partial award, we will work with the grantee to revise the budget
and scope.

. Are participant incentives allowable, such as gift cards, transportation
assistance, bus passes, wellness kits, food, or other items intended to reduce
barriers to participation?

Yes, participant incentives are allowable expenses.

Can microgrant funds support staff salaries, stipends, fringe benefits,
administrative/project management time, consultants, and indirect costs
associated with implementing the proposed activities? If so, are there
percentage caps on any of these categories? Or is there no cap?

This funding is intended to support direct event/activity expenses. This can include
staff time and fringe directly spent on the specific funded activities. Indirect and
overhead are not allowed.



8. Does this mean grantees must fully fund all program expenses upfront and

cannot submit any reimbursement requests until after the event/program has
concluded?

Thisis correct; all grant awards administered by SGA strictly operate on a
reimbursement basis. Grantees are required to fully fund their events and can
submit reimbursement throughout the grant performance period.

Is there a maximum grantee organization budget size? (i.e. are you looking to
only serve smaller orgs with these funds?)
There is no maximum organization budget requirement to be eligible to apply.

Application-Specific

1.

Is there a preview of the application in order to work offline?

The application is available through Submittable - once you complete the eligibility
form, you will have full access to the application. There is no preview prior to this
step.

How much extent should the applicant be explaining an existing program?
Applicants should provide as much relevant information as available to
demonstrate the success and community impact of their existing program. In
general, the more evidence an applicant can provide to show that the program has
been successful, the stronger their application will be. This may include, but is not
limited to, the number of events held, number of people served, communities
reached, services provided, existing partnerships, participant feedback, and any
other data orinformation that demonstrates the program’s impact.

Do I need to attach certificate of insurance in portal? | see it is required to
maintain but don't see place to attach.

We want you to be aware that certain insurance requirements apply, and you will
need to provide proof of that coverage with a Certificate of Insurance, with SGA and
CDPH listed as Additional Insured. Submission of the COl is required only of
awarded, not of applicants. You will submit the COI if you are awarded.



Data/Evaluation/Reporting

1. Fortracking, do you count only walk-in traffic? With that said, how track and impact
assessment will be proceed if digital marketing is included as part of the proposal?
Will you provide tracking sheets in post-award or is it independent to nonprofit to
design and collect data for reporting?

Post-award, SGA will provide data collection and evaluation forms that awardees
will be required to use at their events. SGA will host an orientation to walk through
reporting expectations and the use of these forms. Participants in the program
include in-person attendees, as well as actual, real-time participation during a
virtual event.

2. How are participants in the program calculated. Is it based on in-person or
online presence?
Participants in the program include in-person attendees, as well as actual, real-
time participation during a virtual event. For example, if a virtual wellness event is
held on October 15 at 7:00 p.m. and 50 individuals participate live, those 50
participants may be counted toward the grantee’s reach, along with participants
from their in-person wellness events. Our goal is to capture real-time community
engagement. Therefore, views or engagement that occur after the virtual event has
ended should not be included in the reported reach.

Other

1. Canthe trackrecord be things we have done in collaboration with other
nonprofits?
Yes, this is acceptable. Please clearly define your organization's specific role,
responsibilities, and contributions to the partnership to support your proposal.

2. CanthetaxID be the same as the UEI?
No, the Tax ID and UEI are two distinct identifiers issued by two different authorities,
serving different purposes. The Tax ID is issued by the IRS to identify your
organization, and the UEl is issued by SAM.gov (by the federal government). One
cannot substitute the other when completing your proposal in Submittable. If you
have any questions on obtaining your UEI please contact us at
wellnessmicgrogrants@sga-youth.org.
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. Do you need a SAM and Duns account to apply?
A UEI number with SAM.gov will be required if awarded a grant. It is not required at
the time of application. We do not ask for DUNS as part of the application process.

. There was a part requiring MOUs or partner agreements, | thought. | asked if
these agreements were needed if the hospital's events did not require partners.
You do not need formal partners or letters of support to apply for this grant.
However, several application questions ask about the applicant’s presence in the
community and its partners. A formal MOU is required if the applicant does not
have a physical location in the targeted community area and intends to use a
partner’s physical location to deliver the event or activity.

. Our organization is self-insured, and for prior grants we supply a statement
identifying that fact. Is an external insurer required?

COls are not required at the time of application. They are required for awardees.
There is no specific requirement that an awardee has an externalinsurer, but the
awardee must meet the minimum coverage stated in the NOFO.

. What kind of documentation do you need to verify the number of people who
are serviced or seen? Also, if an organization falls short of the number of people
estimated to attend events, what is the consequence or strategy for identifying
that?

Post-award, SGA will provide data collection and evaluation forms that awardees
will be required to use at their events. SGA will host an orientation to walk through
reporting expectations and the use of these forms. We recommend that applicants
apply for the funding tier with a minimum population reach they believe is attainable
and realistic.

. What s the turnaround time for certifying promotional materials to be used for
any of the events included in the grant? For example, an existing event flyer
created by the applicant org to be distributed and posted online from the
organization's website and social media pages. We understand that CDPH
funding recognition should be added and would like to understand what is the
timeframe for SGA/CDPH to approve these materials.

We will work with awardees on specific requirements related to use of CDPH and
SGA logos in event materials. Given the two-month performance period, any
required approvals will be minimal with a short turnaround.
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Can we propose multiple "eligible activities"? The application download
appears to require only one category can be selected. In the case that the
events cross over multiple eligible activities, should we just pick one and then
explain further in narrative? (i.e. education on cancer screening and public
benefits or direct enrollment for various public benefits and healthcare
services).

The application form allows the applicant to select multiple activities. All activities
should be explained in the narrative.

. Areyou able to provide an outline of the character limits set for each question?

We do not have an outline of the character limits. They are included with each
question in the Submittable application form.

Is our existing participant satisfaction survey allowable, or will SGA/CDPH be
providing a template/link?
For awardees, SGA will provide a survey form for program/event participants.

.Will you be requiring data collection on any participant demographics aside

from insurance status?

Post-award, SGA will provide data collection and evaluation forms that awardees
will be required to use at their events. SGA will host an orientation to walk through
reporting expectations and the use of these forms. Specific participant
demographic information that will be required will be reviewed during the
orientation and may include items such as insurance status, community area of
residence, and other relevant demographic information.



